Gospel 


Bera, 

















-_--:- es. 


“ FEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 








es 


PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY. EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 








VOL. VIL. 


s 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 50, 1826. 


NO. 17. 











FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor,—“ This is the third time I am com- 
ing unto you. Whatwill you? Shall I come unto 
you with a rod; or in love, and in the spirit of 
meekness 7” (St. Paul.) 
I find that our brother Veritas has again appear- 
ed in defence of the marertat system. He says, 
in No. 16) that “ assertions without proof, are only 
adead weight on your otherwise useful paper.”’ 
True indeed. And I think it probable that I shall 
have occasion, now and then,to jog the memory of 
Veritas in regard to this statement.” There seems, 
however, to have been more “ proof” accompanying 
my assertions than he is willing to admit, if we may 
be permitted to judge, from the symptoms of uneasi- 
ness manifesied in his last epistle, and his constant 
effort to get round the subject by oblique movements. 

What can Veritas expect to obtain by turning 

aside from the matter at issue, to talk about the 
‘* hand of Joab,” and the “ candour of Honestus "— 
my “ improvement in writing,” without any “definite 
ideas,” &c. &c.? Doeshe think these retrograde 
steps will avail him any,thing in the summing up of 
the case?’ But really, is he serious in supposing 
there is a “Joab” in the business ?—that the light 
from Amana’s orb is, like mere moonshine, reflect- 
ed from another sphere? If he is, then I do as 
seriously assure him that Veritas has made, at least, 
one “ mistake.” Now whether I have, or have not 
improved by writing, or whether either of my pieces 
will suffer in the comparison, by being arraigned 
along side the productions of Veritas, I will not 
presume tosay. Im ake no pretensions to scholar- 
ship. Truth and simplicity are my chief objects. 
But Veritas, as it would seem, is (or would be) one 
of the literati ; and has already given some signal 
touches, to indicate the line of distinction between 
as. Thisis very well. I am ready to give him all 
due honour for his high attainments in learning—he 
is also perfectly welcome to every advantage he can 
gain overme by the use of his Greek and Hebrew 
flourishes. Still I am not to be frightened from 
the field at the sight of these ancient weapons, espe- 
cially as I consider the sword of plain English, and 
the shield of truth, ail-sufficient for the combat. 
But to the subject. 

The attention of the Christian reader is now 
earnestly solicited, while I proceed to show that I 
have neither “ misrepresented ” Mr. Kneciand, nor 
yet “mistaken” him, quite so much as Veritas 
would have as believe. In the “ Easter Sermon,” 
page 8, we read—* What is that great principle of 
fife aud intelligence, which animates all animated 


verse?” Tu answer to which Mr. K. says, “We be- 
lieve it is an elementary principle of real matter, 
which inheres in calorie and oxygen, is always pre- 
sent with them, and is as much material as they 
are.” Now by transposing the order of the lines 
and without changing the sense in the simall- 
est degree, this passage will read thus—-“ We be- 
lieve it is [there is] an elementary principle of real 
matter, which inheres in caloric and oxygen, that 
animates all animated nature and gives hfe and in- 
telligence to the universe.” The great question now 
is, what ts this “elementary principle?” Veritas 
says, “Amana is groping in the dark,” having “ mis- 
taken calorie and vrygen for the principle which 
inheres in them.” What a charming pry! that I 

should so blunder, Has Veritas given us the least 

“proof” for this assertion? None, that I can dis 

cover. But I trust we shall sce presently what this 
principle is, and so far, Thope, as that we may ander- 
stand more clearly concerning its nature and uses, 

It is now known that oxygen and calorie are 
simple substances. Oxygen is one of the compo- 
nent parts of atmospheric air: itis a pure elemen- 
tary principle, and one which supports both respiva- 
tion and combustion. Caloric, as well as oxygen, is 
a distinct elementary principle. There is no other 
agent combined with it; it is itself, a pure principle 
of heat, and the sole supporter of al! fluids.* 

Here then let me inquire of Veiitas, what sense 
or meaning there can be in saying there “ is an ele- 
mentary principle, which inhkeres in calorie and 
oxygen;” when, in fact, caloric and oxygen are, 
themselves, simple elementary principles 2—inde- 
pendently so. ‘There is no other agent, at present, 
known to exist inthem. Hence, 1 conclude, that 
we may as well say that caloric and oxygen consti- 
tute the life of Deity, asto assert that there “is a 
principle inheres in them, which gives life and intel- 
ligence to the universe.” If, therefore, there be 
any thing “ monstrous” in the first of these two 
statements, the same will equally apply to the Jat- 
ter. But the fault lies not with me; it “ inheres ” in 
the language of the extract, which, I do seriously 
contend, warrants precisely the construction that I 
have put upon it; else there is no meaning in 
words. Now if Mr. K. has an idea that there is 
some life-giving Power, “always present” with 
both caloric and oxygen, the sense of which idea he 
cannot convey tothe reader without dressing it in 
language that may chance to be mischievous, should 
the reader, I humbly ask, be chargeable with the 
consequences, resulting from an inference drawn, 





* See “Smith's Panorama of Science and Art." — 





watere, aud gives life and intelligence tothe uni- 
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agreeably to the plain import of such language 
Most certainly not. 

We have now discovered that, instead of one 
we have two principles for consideration ; viz. the 
calorific, ov heating principle, and the oxygent, ot 
Both of these principles are 
essential to our existence in this life; yet, (as I 
have belore observed) not more so, than very many 
other simple substances, which might be enumera- 


acidifying principle. 


reat ) omber of which enter into combina- 
Caloric, in 
the animal system, is employed to give warmth and 
fluidity to the Liood ; while oxygen, is engaged im 
supporting Their work is mutual 
though ‘heir offices appear to be distinct. But 
what is there in cither of these principles that im- 
parts “intelligence,” or judgment, or reason? 
Nothing, as} can conceive. They are only means, 
in connexion witha variety of others, that are em- 
ployed to support and sustain the animal system. 
Intelligence, or rather knowledge (for I think the 
latter term best adapted to my use) is derived by, 
and through the medium of the perceptive organs, 
which are, I believe, perfectly distinct from the 
organs of respiration. 

Man, is a rational being—he is endowed, by the 
Great Parent of all, with attributes, and faculties, 
which raise him far above the beasts of the field, 
and constitute him an immediate child of God. 

The soul, I consider to be the Alpha and Omega, 
or prime essence of man; and is a recipient of 
knowledge, wisdom, reason, and judgment; not at 
once, but progressively, in the order of Him whose 
works are all progressive, inasmuch as their con- 
sistency and beauty, as well as the happiness and 
well-being of every living creature, consist in such 
a display of his power and goodness. 


ted; ag 
tion with the al:ment we datly receive. 


respiration. 


1 have stated that the perceptive organs were dis- 
tinct from the organs of respiration, which fact can 
easily be attested, as follows:—We know, that when 
a person is soundly asleep, the organs of percep- 
tion have their offices suspended for the time being. 
Every avenue to the mind is shut up, and the soul, 
the internal man, lies dormant; while the organs of 
respiration, and also those of pulsation, eontinue 
in the full exercise of their functions. 

The new-born babe may be possessed of all 
that caloric and oxygen can impart; it may, in very 
deed, have received the “breath of life,” and yet 
this same “life” be devoid of the least spark of 
actual knowledge. Still, U believe the babe has an 
immortal soul, which is a recipient of knowledge, 
and every pr inciple of trath ; and that this soul ma- 
tures and ripens with its existence, progressing in 
Knowledge and in wisdom, according as it may be 
favoured by the circumstances which surround it. 

From these views of the subject, it is evident 
that there is nothing “inkeres” in caloric and oxy- 
gen, which has the power to give “ life and intelli- 
gence to the universe ;” nor even any thing in these 
priweciples that properly constitute the intellectual 
man. It is also sufficiently clear that the soul is 
a real being, and as much so in the infant as in the 

adult; thoagh not in the degree of knowledge. 





I will here ask Veritas a question—Do you sup. 
pose that in the resurrection, I mean agreeably io 
your scheme, infants will be raised infants, or infan: 
spirits ? and if so, will they be raised in wisdom ana 
knowledge ? If they are raised without any know}. 
edge, it would seem to me they could: not be. 
meet subjects for heaven; that is, to remain there 
in such a state of ignorance ; and if they are raised 
up to heaven ina state of ignorance, where they 
are then to be instructed, this being the fact, does 
it not clearly prove that the heavenly, as well as the 
earthly world is a state of progression? I think i: 
does. And thisis a point that I wish to establish 
having for many years cherished such an opinion 
to be atruth. This idea lays th: 
ground-work for another, which I shall introduce 
that both may be brought in aid of my view of th: 
resurrection. 

If my memory serves me right, [ have heard M: 
Kneeland ague that “ it would have been good {i 
that man (Judas) had he never been born”—tha: 
is, it would have been better for him, had he died 
in the womb. [I grant it. Let us then suppose 
Judas to have thus died. We will now suppose 
also, his parents to have lived to a good old age 
when they died. Now if the parents and child are, 
at the (supposed) “ great day,” to be raised up with 
the like disparagement in knowledge, age, and con- 
dition, which existed between them here: does it 
not present to us a strange and inconsistent state of 
society? Perhaps however, it will here be granted, 
that heaven is a progressive state ; and that this child 
can now, since he is raised from the dead, begin his 
career of instruction. But, from such a view of the 
pictuse, behold what a blank is discovered upon the 
face of the intellectual and immortal world !— 
which blank, agreeably to the plan I am endeayour- 


conceiving it 


ing to support, might have been amply filled up. 
The idea is applicable to mankind in general ; and 
is, I think, worthy of consideration. 

I have lost three children, (though I trust that, 
through the mercy and love of God, I shall find 
them again) and I have unspeakable joyand consola- 
tion in tke belief that they are nol dead, but living ; 
that “their angels,” (which our blessed Saviour said 
“do always behold the face of my Father”) are 
still their angels, and that they have special charge 
now over these little ones, and are instructing and 
rearing their cherubic minds, in the perfect “ beauty 
of holiness,” and love, and in the brighter “ admo- 
nition of the Lord.” The words of the Psalmist 
will afford little instruction, if we are to suppose 
he referred to the grave, when he said, immediately 
after the death of the child that was taken from 
him for his wickedness. ; “I shali go to him, but he 
shali no: return to me.” And to suppose he would 
go to him in the resurcection conveys no good 
sense, if they are to be raised simultaneously at the 
same sepulchre. No; David looked up to a more 
glorious world, where he soon expected to meet his 
child, and his God, when he pronounced these em- 
phatic words. 

I perceive that Veritas holds with Mr. K.in sup- 





posing that the time which intevenes betweea 
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death and the resurrection, “is not taken into the 
account.”—Now, for argument sake, let this br 
granted ; and then I ask, What in the name of com- 
mon sense, does Mr. K. gain by his “ sleeping sys- 
tem 2” Ihave understood him to say, that, if this 
hypothesis were fully established, Universalists 
would then be enabled to give a ready answer to a 
a very celebrated (and what he seemed to consider, 
a perplexing) query of Orthodoxy, respecting the 
immediate condition of the Antediluvians, Sodom- 
ites, and Egyptians, after their overthrow and death. 
But if the intermediate time is not reckoned—being 
the same with Deity as no time, then what differ- 
ence can it make with Deity, whether the wicked 
inhabitants of the old world were taken immedi- 
ately to heaven at the time of their overthrow, or 
should wait the lapse of a million centuries first ? 
I can see no possible difference ; especially if their 
lives are suspended in unconsciousness, and they 
are undergoing’ no manner of improvement what- 
ever. So after all the pains which have been taken 
to establish this position, it is but a dry fountain to 
draw from, in order to quench the fiery question re- 
ferred to. 

[ think the Sodomites as fit candidates for heaven 
as the thief on the cross. [That Paradise is Heav- 
en, Trefer Veritas to 2 Cor. xxii.) But I think 
man will be improved in heaven. 

For proof that Christ spoke of caloric and oxy- 
ven, Veritas refers to John iii. 8, where Jesus saith 
to Nicodemus, “ The wind bloweth where it listeti, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but thou canst 
not tell whence it cometh or whence it goeth ; sois 
every one that is born of Spirit.”—In this verse, J 
um told by my learned opponent, that Christ 
speaks of “both caloric, oxygen, and spirit, all 
under the name of pneuma, whichis once ren- 
dered wind and once spirit, in the same verse.” 
in replying to this, I will observe, that although 
the Greek word pneuma may have several sig- 
nifications, yet its meaning can easily be known by 
the words perceding and following it. [tis very evi- 
dent that in speaking of the wind, Christ had not the 
least reference to either of its component parts sepa- 
rately. He merely spoke of it, and its operations 
as a passing simple element, as most people do, 
when they say it blows. And as relates to being 
“born of the spirit,” Jesus neither means the soul, 
nor animal life; nor caloric, nor orygen ; neither 
did he mean wind ; but the spirit, (or principle) of 
a righteous and holy life. It was a moral birth of 
which the Saviour spake. 

But I fear, Mr. Editor, that I am, by my prolixity, 
occupying too much of your paper. I have only a 
word or two more. 

After making, what I deem, a feeble reply to the 
question Iput concerning the “ flesh and bones, fish, 
honey-comb,” &c. he (Veritas) says, “I consider 
the whole of the 2ist Chapter of John as an early 
addition, not written byJohn,which ought to be reck- 
oned among other layers of the Church, as things 
altogether improbable. This, I must confess, is 
turning off difficulties by the wholesale. Had I 


the cotrage to march forward in this heroic man- ! 


ner, I should need very few “ definite ideas” to sus- 
rain me through the campaign. 

But what does be mean, by clipping off one end 
of John’s book? (with apparently as little cere- 
wony as though it were the deleterious portion of a 
cucumber.) I made no quotation from the ist 
Chapter of John; it was fiom Luke, that I quoted 
‘he “flesh and bones, ” &c.—Now if the last Chap- 
ier of Johan is to be scattered to the winds, what, I 
ask, must become of the 24th Chapter of Luke? 
No “ mistake” here, | presume ! 

Veritas asks, “Did Christ preach 20 years?” 
Jesus sojourned on earth 33 years.—At 12 years 
old he preached to the Jewish Doctors in the tem- 
ple; and they “ were astonished at his understand- 
ing.”—He also preached to his parents. See Luke 
ii. Christ did preach 20 years. Yea,I will ga 
further. He preached im the manger of Bethle- 
hem! It was there that the heavenly counte- 
nance of the Blessed Bube preached “ good tidings 
of great joy ” to the wise men of the east; while 
they kneeled with their offerings before the Re- 
deemer of the world. AMANA. 

. —a-—— 
CIRCULAR. 


Liprary Room, No. 1387 Bowery. 
New-York, Dec. 28, 1826. 


‘ 


BrReTaren, 

The Universalists resident in this city, conceiving 
that great and permanent good would flow from the 
establishment of a Universalist Book Society and 
Circulating Library, did on the first of May, 1826, 
form a Constitution and Articles of Association for 
the government of that Institution. 

In the location of the Institution it was consider- 
ed by every one, that this great city, the emporium 
of the United States, was the most proper and fit 
place for the exercise of their beneficent views ; 
concentrating, as it were continually, through the 
medium of the press, the moral and religious dis- 
cussion of the world. 

We have nothing wherewith to reproach the zeal 
of our brethren, in the efforts already made to build 
up an Institution so well calculated to spread the 
sacred truths of the Gospel, and at once to impress 
upon the heart and the understanding, the vever- 
ending goodness of God ; the chain of love which 
connects the whole creation of man with the great 
first cause, is as indissoluble as the laws of nature ; 
this truth, and the unity of Deity, we feel persua 
ded, upon investigation, will be found strictly con- 
formable with the Holy Scriptures; and in connex, 
ion with the declared ministry of Christ Jesus, 
imparts to the consciences of the sincere believers 
in Universalism, an enviable felicity. 

Fully impressed with the salutary bearing which 
the sublime researches of the Universalist Christian 
have, and may have, on the social and moral con- 
stitution of man, in progressively dissipating the 
errors which are continually fulminated from the 
pulpits of the self-styled orthodox churches, we do 
conceive, that our efforts, under a proper organiza- 





tion of means and unity of action, will have a blesss 
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ed influence on the cause of truth, and if they 
have an effect to make the hypocrite wince, and en- 
lighten the ignorant, ou: work inthis land of tole- 
ration and religious freedom, will redound to our 
honour, and is a “consummation devoutly to be 
wished.” 

Considerations like these, while they are identi- 
fied with our best hopes in the great cause of reli- 
gion and morality, are not indifferent to mutual 
anxieties in the experiment, the undersigned have 
the pleasure to submit to their brethren in all parts 
of the union. 

The undersigned consider the dissemination of 
tracts as the basis of the first principles of religious 
and social knowledge ; and to create a permanent 
fund for this primary object, they look with confi- 
dence to the Zeal and co-operation of their bre- 
thren in whatever part of the United States provi- 
dence may have cast them. 

With this view, a resolution was passed at the 
last meeting of the Committee of the Universalist 
Book Society, held at their Library Room the 21st 
of Debember, 1626, to the following effect: 

“ Whereas it is of the utmost consequence to the 
diffusion of true and correct principles of gospel 
truth, that tracts should be disseminated as widely 
as possible, containing the word of life, and at the 
cheapest rate, 

“ Therefore resolved, In order to effect an end so 
desirable and interesting to all believers in the 
sublime doctrine of universal salvation—that the 
President, Vice President, and Secretary be a Com- 
mittee to draft and prepare a Circular Letter to the 
brethren in every section of the United States, 
which Letter is to be signed by the President, Vice 
President, Secretary,and Treasurer, and the individ- 
ual members of the Standing Committee, requesting 
them to aid and use their endeavours to organize 
affiliated societiesin every part of the country, the 
object of which is to raise funds purposely for the 
publication of tracts.” ; 

The undersigned being clothed by the above res- 
olution, with full powers to communicate with their 
brethren in general on this interesting subject, em- 
brace the occasion with no small degree of solici- 
tude and feeling—persuaded as they are, that the 
gathering of a great harvest, requires the aid of 
many hands, they address you in the language of 
sincerity, not less pure and sublimated than that 
love which should for ever bind Universalist Chris- 
tians in the holy bands of brotherhood. While the 
Universalist Book Society acknowledge their ina- 
bility to furnish adequate funds for this sonl- 
refreshing purpose, from their own resources, they 
are not unmind/ul of their duty to procure them by 
all honourable means; satisfied of this great truth, 
that money, like food to the body, is the aliment of 
tract circulation. But the undersigned, in submit- 
ting the following plan to the consideration of their 
brethren, would recommend, that in consonance 
with the benevolence they entertain for their fellow- 
creatures, (a sentiment which it is their pride to 
inculcate) that nothing should be asked of the indi- 
gent widow, or unprotected orphan—and if occa- 
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sion require, tracts should be gratuitously furnishes 
them at all times. 

With these views, the undersigned would pro 
pose that their friends in all sections of the Unites 
States should, 

ist. Form Auxiliary or similar Societies, 

$d. That all Auxiliary Societies should recognise 
the Universalist Book Society established in the 
city of New-York, as the Parent Society, or four 
tain from whence all Tracts issue. 

3d. That in the organization of these Auxilia; 
societies, a confidential person should be appointe 
to correspond with the Secretary and Librarian o 
the Universalist Book Society, stating the stare 
county, and town in which such Society is estat 
lished, with the name or names of their correspon¢ 
ing member or members. 

4th. That for all montes that may be -emittec 
from time to time, by each and every such Auxi! 
iary Society, to the Secretary of the Universalis 

00k (or parent) Society, the said Auxiliary Societ 

shall immediately have a credit to that amount j 
Tracts, which shall be remitted to them at {! 
ininimum price. 

Sth. Immediately after the organization of ever 
Auxihary Society, the corresponding member, o 
Secretary, shall give notice of such establishment 
to the Secretary of the Universalist Book Society 
instituted in this city, exhibiting in as brief a man- 
ner as possible, the circumstances and prospects oj 
said Auxiliary Institution. 

Gth. If any community from which similar Sc 
cieties may be formed, feel themselves disposed t 
publish T'racts, independent of the fund proposed 
by any of the above recommendatory articles, then 
in all such cases, the Universalist Book Society 
established in this city, will be happy to reciprocate 
the good offices of such similar Societies established 
within, and supported by such community,by e 
chaging Tracts and other religious communicatio! 

7th. That of all Tracts published, either by tl 
parent or any of the Auxiliary Societies, there sho 
not be less than 3000 copies printed, and they shal 
be numbered in their reguiar order, commencing 
with Nos. 1, 2, 5, &e. as already published, so tl 
ultimately they may ali be bound together in on 
volume, or a series of volumes, for the equal ac 
commodation aud convenience of all. The Aux- 
iary Societies, therefore, through the medium of ti 
Corresponding Committee, may furnish both matte 
and funds for tracts, and take tracts in return; 07, 
if they prefer, publish their quota, in proportion ' 
their funds, and forward the tractsin print, and tab 
tracts of other numbersin exchange,so as to make 
it perfectly reciprocal, be productive of the gree 
est economy, and best secure our ultimate object 

Abner Kyeenann, President. 
Wm. W. Morais, Vice President. 
Josern. H. Gopismita, Secretar) 
Aneam Bocart, Treasurer. 

Corxexivs Hansen, Henny Fitz, Asa Hot- 
pen, Joun Ditcurtr, Taomas Bussine, Jou 
M. Mean, Committee. 

(XG Editors of religious publications, who fee! 
disposed to encourage the above undertaking, are 
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requested to give this Circular an insertion in their 
respective papers. 


—_ 

A SLEEPY DOCTRINE CONSIDERED. 

In a Tract, entitled “Tract No. 5. A Reply to 
‘A Strange Thing,” &c. pp. 38, 59, we read the 
following : 

“We, however, have nothing to do with the 
‘principle that all will be immediately happy after 
death.’ We shail let those who believe in such a doc- 
trine defend it. For ourselves, we do not believe it. 
Neither do we believe that any are immediately 
happy after death. For, saith the apostle, ‘ David 
hath not yet ascended into the heavens ;? neither is 
there the least evidence that either he, or any one 
else will, until ‘we shall all be changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trum- 
pet.” 1 Cor. xv. 52. 

“ Here the writer of .2 Strange Thing brings up 
the trite and popular objection concerning the wick- 
ed of the old world, the wicked Sodomites, &c. as 
being more fortunate than righteous Noah and 
Lot, seeing they all died and went immediately to 
heaven on the universal plan! It does not belong 
tous to answer such objections. Let those answer 
them against whom they will bear. We say, so 
much as life is better than death, so much were the 
righteous, who were preserved, better off than the 
wicked who were slain by the signal judgment of 
God: but we do not believe that the wicked will 
enter heaven and happiness one moment the sooner 
in consequence of their premature death, We are 
not of those whose * speech will eat as a gangrene :— 
who have erred concerning the truth, saying that the 
resurrection is already past: and have overturned 
the faith of some.’ 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. Let then the 
doctrine of universal salvation be fully understood, 
and there is nothing in it more strange than there is 
in the doctrine of the resurrection. They stand or 
fail together. And the latter, no Christian believes 
to be incredible. Yet, in the resurrection, ‘they 
are children of God, being childrep of the resur- 
rection.’ Luke xx. 86. For ‘As in Adam all die; 
even so, in Christ shall all be made alive.’ 1 Cor. 
xv.22. Thisis no more strange than true.” 

The pronoun “we,” which stands at the com- 
mencement of the above quotation from “Tract 
No. 3,” is the “plural of J,” and, of course, may 
refer to a million of persons, or only to two indivi- 
duals. We, that is, the editor of this paper, and as 
many of his coadjutors, and no more, as are willing 
to side with him, cannot, at present, recollect, from 
a personal knowledge of the fact, at most, five per- 
sons, professing the faith of the salvation of all 
men, who ever professed a belief in the doctrine 
avowed in the above extract. However, if the doc- 
trine be true, and its consequences legitimate, may 
every one believe it. But if it be false, even two 
persons are too great an acquisition on the side of 
error. As Paul has advised to “prove all things,” 
and as this doctrine is, in a qualified sense, one 
among “all things,” we feel disposed to prove i. 

The author of the Tract, “ A Reply to ‘A Strange 


of the immediate happiness of mankiad after death, 


as indefensible; from his declaration, “ We shal! 
let those who believe in such a doctrine defend it.” 
This is giving full liberty. If in defending this doc 

trine against the attack of the orthodox author ot 
the “ Strange Thing,” we should, pesadventure, 
disturb the peaceful slumbers of the sleepy doctrine, 
no offence can be taken by the advocates of repose 

To the task, then. 

In reply to the orthodox author of the Tract ent, 
tled “ A Strange Thing,” in relation to the position 
that a belief in the salvation of all men, and the 
immediate happiness of all men after death, has « 
licentious tendency, we say, that we shall entrench 
ourselves ; and the assailant must first make a breach 
in our Scripture ramparts, before he can wound us 
with his weapons. Paul declares, Titus ii. 11, 12, 
“Tbe grace of God that bringeth salvation to a)! 
men hath appeared, teaching us, that denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this presene world,” &c. 
Here, then, is the tendency of the doctrine set 
forth, in emphatic language, by an inspired apostle 
of the Lord Jesus. Let no man despise him, or 
his sayings! What does Paul assert is the tendency 
of this doctrine? Ans. This doctrine of God's 
grace, or favour, absolutely teaches to “live soberly, 
righteously, and godly,” and “ in this present world” 
too. It doves not teach, as some have uncharitably 
asserted, the believer to cut his throat, and go imme- 
diately to heaven. No. Itteaches to live! and to 
live soberly, &c. Paul, we had rather have thee, 
thou persecuted and firm believer in thy Lord and 
Master, to number on our side, than ten thousand 
modern Christians, who deny the truth sealed with 
thine and thy Master’s blood. 

The matter in dispute is easily settled. It is the 
SALVATION OF SINNERS; for “all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; being justified 
freely by his grace, through the redeinption that is 
ia Jesus Christ.” Rom. iii, 23, 24. Let it be object- 
ed, that “The salvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord.” We answer—So be it. “I have sworn by 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth, righte- 
ousness, and shall not return, That unto me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, surely 
shall say, In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength,” &c. Isa. xlv. 23, 24. The man who 
shall assail us nuust first beat down the wallsof truth; 
hut he shall “be as the morning cloud, and as the 
early dew that passeth away, as the chaff is driven 
with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smuke 
out of the chininey.” Let all pretenders to reli 
gion and morality above their fellows, who say in 
their heart, “ Stand by, come not near unto me, fo: 
I am holier than thou,” learn their insignificance, 
and, for once, like Paul of old, have the sincerity 
to declare, “ Are we better than they? No, in no- 
wise ; for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; as it is writ- 
ten, There is none righteous, no, not one.” Rom. 
iii. 9, 10. We contend for the salvation of all whe 
have “righteousness and strength in the Lorp;” 
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AND STRENGTH prove sufficient, they shall be saved. 

We have done with the author of the Tract enti- 
tled “A Strange Thing.” 

The author of the Tract entitled “ A Reply to 
*A Strange Thing,’” having “ stepped out of his 
rank,” and professed a neutrality in the face of the 
enemy, by saying, “ We shall let those who believe 
in such a doctrine defend it,” we have attempted a 
defence of it, and will now examine the doctrine 
offered in the Reply, in the stead of it. If, in do- 
ing this, we expose atissue of absurdity, be it re- 
membered, that the absurdity exists in the Reply, or 
it could not be exposed ; and that we subserve the 
cause of truth, which ought, and shall be our mo- 
tive, whenever we dothis. We say, Give us truth. 
Let the Bible be our standard,and Reason, which is 
the gift of God, our guide. 

In the Reply, &c. at p. 38, in defeuce of the po- 
sition that “ God does at all times, and under all cir- 
cumstances, ‘treat all his creatures according to 
their characters,’” the author of the Tract says, 
“But the reward of the righteous consists in the 
satisfaction of having done right; and the punish- 
ment of the wicked is the condemnation of having 
These, together with the natural and 


,” 


done wrong. 


necessary consequences of good and evil actions, 
which come alike to all, are all the rewards and pu- 
nishments that we know any thing of, and they are 
all that the Scriptures warrant us in believing.” 
Our readers will please to remember, that the au- 
thor of the Tract here declares, in unequivocal lan- 
guage, a doctrine which is altogether incompatible 


with the position, that the future condition of man, 
immediately after death, whether of happiness or 
misery, consciousness Or unconsciousness, can be 
the effect of the virtue or the vice of the party, 
while living in this present world. The author 
confines rewards and punishments to this life. The 
believers in the immediate happiness of all men af- 
ter death, cannot do more!!! The author is so 
candid as to assert that he does not Anow—the Scrip- 
tures do not warrant hinf in believing, any rewards 
and punishments besides those he has enumerated. 
And he declares, “We are not of those whose 
speech will eat as a gangrene,” &c. Now we 
will not say of tle speech of the author of the 
Tract, that it will absolutely “eat as a gangrene ;” 
but we will say, that something very much like a 
mortification will be the result of it! He does not 
“believe that any are immediately happy after 
death ;” and refers to the time of the resurrection 
of man, when man shall be the recipient of happi- 
ness, without regard to his vices or his virtues in this 
Jife ; and winds up with asserting, that “there is 
nothing in it more strange than there isin the doc- 
trine of the resurrection. They stand or fall toge- 
ther. And the latter no Christian believes to be in- 
credible. Yet, in the resurrection, ‘they are the 
ehildren of God, being children of the resurrec- 
tion.”” The righteous and the wicked, all man- 
kind, without regard to their characters in this life, 
in the resurrection are made happy. The resur- 
rection is future, nobody knows when ; and all men, 
good, bad, and indifferent, when they die, become 





precisely alike in their condition ; that is, they este 
nothing good or bad, and neither enjoy pleasure no; 
suffer pain, until they are all, at the same moment, 
awaked to life and happiness. 

Notwithstanding the above, in reply to the Strange 
Thing, the author says, of the objection of the 
“wicked Sodomites” being received into heaven, 
“It does not belong to us to answer such objections 
Let those answer them against whom they wil) 
bear.” True, the author only believes that the 
“ wicked Sodomites” went to sleep in unconscious. 
ness when they died, precisely in the same condi. 
tion of the righteous in all ages of the world; an¢ 
that the “ wicked Sodomites” shall not be received 
into heaven one moment before or after the bes: 
men who ever lived. O for the sight of the ey: 
which cau discern a difference where there is none 
And more wonderful still, the author has contended 
that during all the time the “ wicked Sodomites” 
sleep the sleep of death until they awake in the 
morning of the resurrection, to immortality and 
giory, they “lose nothing ;? and in his Reply says, 
* We say, so much as life is better than death, so 
much were the righteous who were preserved, bet 
ter off than the wicked who were slain by the signal 
judgment of God.” Well, then, life is better than 
death, after all; and at the same time, a man may 
sleep in death ten thousand millions of years, and 
lose nothing!!!” And the author farther says 
“But we do not believe that the wicked will ente: 
heaven and happiness one moment the sooner in 
consequence of their premature death.” No, nor 
the righteous either. What a difference is here! to 
enable the author to escape from the imputation o! 
advocating an immoral doctrine!!! 

The author, we presume, without being aware 0! 
the consequences, has established the position in his 
premises, that it is better to live in this world than 
to die, under all circumstances ; for he says, “So 
much as life is better than death,” &c. in relation 
to the Sodomites. Now we grant that life is better 
than death, in his sense of the term. The death lic 
believes in, is an annihilation of the man for milli 
ons of years, if the resurrection shall not happen 
sooner. Panl says, “ For me to live ts Christ ; and 
to die is gain.” Paul, if the author of the Tract 
be right, would “ gain a loss,” we think; althongh 
the author contends, that life is better than death, 
and, at the same time, the subjects of the death lose 
nothing! Query. Did it ever occur to the author ot 
the Tract, that “so much as life is better than 
death,” so much is lost by all the subjects or recipi- 
ents of his sleepy doctrine? We think not; but 
hope he will now know it. 

Did the author of the Tract ever consider bis 
doctrine of rewards and punishments, which he 
confines to this life, to end with this life, when man 
kind “ go to sleep?” Did he ever consider his sleepy 
doctrine, or rather the long sleep that is found in 
his doctrine, in the shape of a reward, or a punish- 
ment, to the recipients of it? If the death, or sleep, 
is by him considered of so much importance, as to 
be assigned for marking the difference in the con- 
dition of the old world, the Sodomites, and Noafi 
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and Lot, is it not excusable to infer from his pre- 
mises, that he regards his death or sleep, as a pu- 
nishment ? Will it not then follow asa consequence 
uhat both the righteous and the wicked are indiscri- 
minately punished, when they sleep his sleep of 
death 2? Ina word, if the author of the Tract can 
extricate himself from the last difficulty mentioned, 
van he succeed in convincing any sane man living, 
that there is a distinction where there is no differ- 
ence! For we ask, in the name of common sense, 
if the condition of all men shall be the same at 
death, whether they be righteous or wicked, and 
continue the same, until all shall be simultaneously 
raised to glory; and this condition is a state of 
sleep or unconsciousness, and the recipients of it 
lose nothing by the sleep or unconscious state they 
are made the subjects of ; what difference can eist 
between this doctrine, and the doctrine of all men 
being immediately happy after death, which shall 
save the author’s reputation from the charge of 
preaching a licentious doctrine, and his “speech 
from eating as a gangrene?” There cannot be any. 
We do farther say, that to assert there is, is a gross 
insult to the understanding of rational beings! 

We will notice one particular more, and we have 
tone. The author of the Tract in Reply to “A 
Strange Thing,” after asserting his neutrality, and 
che obligation of those to defend the doctrine of the 
immediate happiness of all men after death, who 
believed it, says, “ We are not of those whose 
‘speech will eat as a gangrene :—who have erred 
concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is 
already past; and have overturned the faith of 
some. 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18.’” This anounts, in our 
opinion, to something more than a “ friendly hint,” 
that those who believe in the happmess of all men 
wmumediately after death, their speech eats as a gan- 
grene—they have erred concerning the truth—they 
say, the resurrection is already past—they have over- 
turned the faith of some. 

There is something in this “ Reply to a Strange 
Thing,” that looks strange, to say the least of it. 
That a Tract should be published professing to be 
by a Society, and contain a doctrine which cannot 
number of that Society five of its members who 
believe it; and also traduce a doctrine which, to 
say the least, a majority of its members believe and 
rejoice in! Among all the strange things in ques- 
tion, this is, by no means, the least strange ! 

That there were those in Paul's day who erred, 
and said, “the resurrection is already past,” we 
will not dispute, for we consider Paul good autho- 
rity. But, we do say, that we do not know, nei- 
ther did we ever hear the man who professed to be- 
lieve in the immediate happiness of all men after 
death, assert that he believed the resurrection is al- 
ready past. The very fact of believing in the im- 
mediate happiness of all men after death, proves 
the contrary. It is the being made the recipient of 
the resurrection, that makes the party happy in the 
possession of immortality, incorruptibility, and 
glory. That the resurrection is past, in the quali- 
fied sense, that it is past only to those who are 
raised, and have been made the enbjects of it, no 





man in his senses will deny ; for unless this is ad- 
mitted, the resurrection of Christ from the dead 
cannot be admitted. 

We run no risk of being included in the number 
of those whom Paul spoke of, who said “ the re- 
surrection is already past,” so long as we adopt 
Paul’s language to express our faith, and clothe our 
ideas in the same garment which Paul used. We 
say, of the resurrection, that it is progressive, 
“every man in his own order.” 1 Cor. xx. 23. We 
believe with Paul, who said, “ We know that if our 
earthly house of tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” 2 Cor. v. 1. And we can- 
not be persuaded that Paul meant by this declara- 
tion, that if our earthly house of tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have no house at all, but shall be an- 
nihilated, for, God only knows how long! And we 
farther believe with Paul, and are “ persuaded, that 
neither peEaTH, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things To 
CoME, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. viii. 38, 
89. But we cannot be persuaded that Paul meant 
by this declaration, that death should separate hin— 
that the long sleep which was a thing to come, should 
separate ltim not only from the love of God, but 
from the love of every body and every thing ; and 
also, from all life and consciousness for, perhaps, 
thousands of ages. We farther believe that when 
Paul told the Philippians “ For me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain. Butif I live in the flesh, this 
is the fiuit of my labour; yet what I shall choose I 
wotnot. For I am ina strait betwixt two, having 
a desire to depart and to be with Christ; which is 
far better; nevertheless, to abidé in the flesh is 
more needful for you:” that Paul was not in the 
possession of his reason, if the author of the Tract 
be right in his hypothesis. For instead of Paul’s 
gaining any thing by dying, he would lose all he 
had, for a lorg time; and instead of departing and 
being with Christ, he would, a very strange thing 
to tell, be nowhere!!! 

We will presume, for once, to administer a little 
advice to the author of the Tract. You, gentle Sir, 
have ove passage which you quote, and which ap- 
pears to be the foundation of your strange hypothe- 
sis; so far as it is founded on the testimony of 
Scripture ; namely, “ David hath not yet ascended 
into the heavens !” Supposing you should exercise 
some of that ingenuity which you resort to on other 
occasions, when you consider other passages of 
Scripture, on this occasion, and on this passage, 
could you not get by the difficulty, and escape from 
the mountain of absurdity which weighs down the 
hypothesis you have so indefatigably nursed, but in 
vain? If you would only tax your imagination on 
the right side of the question, you might discover 
that not so much as a word is said of the resurrec- 
tion of David. Also, that the resurrection of Da- 
vid, and his ascension into the heavens, are two 
things. Christ’s resurrection from the dead, was 
before his ascension. We read of a “heaven, and 
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of a heaven of heavens.” May not David have as- 
rended to a heaven, and not ascended “ into the 
heavens?” Supposing you should go so far as to 
question the extent of Peter’s knowledge, at the 
time he spoke of David, Acts ii. 54, on the ground 
that he was farther taught, in chap. x. 9—18, would 
it be taking greater liberty than the occasion would 
justify, when precedents are resorted to for authori- 
ty? We do not, however, advise this. We only 
say, remember that the solitary passage on which 
you build your hypothesis, contains not so much as 
one word about the matter in dispute ! 

Note.—We feel authorized to say, that the au- 
thor of the Tract, “A Reply to a Strange Thing,” 
published his strange hypothesis without the know- 
ledge and consent of the Society whose production 
jt purports to be. The author, therefore, will be 
entitled to all the praise or blame on this occasion - 
and the Society stand neuter. 

—<>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—I conceive it a duty incumbent on 
ail those, who may have eccasion to speak of the 
acts of others, not to misrepresent, or to make them 
appear different from what in reality they are; I 
therefore embrace this opportunity to correct an 
error of my own making—of which, I regret that 
I ever was the author. 

You will find in the current volume of the Herald, 
No. 8, page 63, a communication signed J., dated 
New-York, Aug. 23, 1826, giving a brief account of 
a Methodist meeting held at Southold, (L. I.) the 
night after their return from Camp-meeting, de- 
signed more particularly to show the manner .of 
freatment to a poor widow and her children, (or 
ehild it should be) who presented themselves at the 
altar as subjects for prayer.—The communication 
states that “the Minister put up a cold and formal 
prayer on the occasion, &c.” it should have been a 
Member of the Society put up a cold and formal 
prayer, &c.—for, if I have been rightly informed, 
(having left the house before this happened) the 
Minister seemed somewhat reluctant to pray for 
them,on account of their apparent hypocrisy, or bra- 
zen appearance, and therefore requested some one 
of the society to officiate in his stead. Mr. Editor, 
ought we not to pray the more earnestly, and feel 
ourselves the more engaged for those who, not only 
manifest a hypocritical appearance, but for those, 
who, in reality are hypocrites, and whose hearts are 
like brass ? 

It is presumed that this communicationswas not 
very pleasant—be it so. Our Methodist friends 
must consider that the frequent misrepresentations, 
and ridiculous assertions made by the preacher that 
evening, were neither pleasant to, nor to be borne 
with in silence, by a Universalist, especially by one 
who values truth more than popularity, or the good 
graces of a vain and flattering world. J. 


NV. Y. Dec. 18, 1826. 


——<—>— 
TO THE PATRONS OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 





Ass an apology for the irregularity, and delay in 





the publishing and distribution of this paper, w: 
offer the following statement. 

The editor’s services have been gratuitously affo;. 
ded to the publisher and proprietor of the Present, 
(the Seventh) volume of the Gospex Heraxp, My. 
Finch ; who having disposed of the printing estab. 
lishment, and the New-York Universalist Book 
Society having purchased it, the remaining nun). 
bers, wanting to coinplete the volume now publish. 
ing, will be furnished to Subscribers, in such orde 
that the whole volume will be completed season, 
bly. The editor has no interest, in a pecuniar, 
shape, in the present volume. Having no interes; 
in, nor control over the funds of the establishmenr 
he cannot be held accountable for the same. Th. 
arrangement above mentioned will prevent delays 
in future, and the Subscribers may look for the. 
papers with confidence. Ep. 

—>—_ 
WHAT IS WISDOM? 

[From Bolster’s Quarterly Magazine. } 
I ask'd the sage, when wandering afar 
In search of Wisdom’s bright and shining star, 
What's wisdom ?—He exclaim’d with tearful eyes 
“The fear of God's the Wisdom of the wise.”’ 
Task'd the rainbow's changing tints of light, 
The glorious harbinger of merey bright :— 
’Twas Wisdom rob'd me thus, the earth to span 
And bade me lull the fearful heart of man. 
I ask’d the ocean—and its ceaseless tiae 
In hollow murmurs to my voice replied— 
** Behold my swelling waves, their ebb and flow 
The hand of Wisdom marks how far they'll go. 
Then I pursued the pure, the golden sun, 
And found him nearly when his course was done ; 
“ O stay me not,”’ he cried, “check not my pace, 
Tis Wisdom's work to run the heav'aly race !" 
I ask'd the stars to track me Wisdom’s way, 
In the high heav'n of glory where they lay ; 
*« *Tis wisdom’s path,” they cried, “ That we have tr 
The path to Wisdom is—the will of God!” 
Lask'd the moon, the moon that shone afar, 
In her pale light within the crescent car,— 
* Wisdom is knowledge of the hand divine 
That bade me be—and plac'd me here to shine.’ 
The silver spheres caught up the heav'nly song, 
Echo'd through endless space, it roll'd along : 
Angels rejoic’d, and fill'd with holy fires, 
Tun'd unto Wisdom all their golden lyres. 
** Wisdom’s the influence brightly glowing! 
From the Almighty’s glory ever flowing! 
Th’ unspotted mirror of his power and might! 
The radiance of the everlasting light!” 
Then earth-born man, attune thy sacred lyre, 
And join the chorus of the heav'nly choir, 
In praise to the Almighty God above, 
Whose will is Wisdom, and whose rod is love. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Our brother in the faith, W. N. at Amenia, is 
informed, that we have already published the articiv 
he sent from the “ Plattsburgh Republican.” If hie 
will turn to Gospel Herald, vol. iv. p. 161, 162, he 
will be satisfied. 
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